
Query of Women's Institute~: '7/ ~1'-'t-~ '-" ~ d b , / 9 'r ~~ 

Where Now? The Elgin Museum? 
Tbe following fa a thought- told in a dramatic wav the colorful ed In store win61ows were made, 

provokinK Jetter by !\Irs. J. R. story of the pioneer· settler. specially f~r u~ by l\Jrs. Noble 
Fut.cber , chairmu of t be Elgin County Institutes had a Tufford. M1ss Karen Shore. and 
Museum Committee of the Wo- prime reason behind this display-, .James Young .. w_e a re ~trateCul to 
men's Institute of Elrin County to find how much inte1·esl there them for the•r mterest and sup­
and general chairman of the would be in an Elgin County port. l\11". Mille!' oC _the Anderson 
recent excellent Pioneer Anti- mul'eum. The sensational success stare furnished grabs the attrac­
que Exhibition held in St. of our venture really puts us on Uve placards used. ne~ the ex-

' T homas by the Institute,. 1 the spot. We cannot do this same hibit as his cor_tnbution toward 
• ___ 

1 promotion work afain it would lose 

1 

our museu~ PrOJect. 1 I The full-week showin~ of anti- ~ cellent publicity throughout. The To our H1stoncal Research con­
. que articles depicting the life of sto1·y of pioneer article~ was wnt- veners goes a Jar~~ share ofd O':'r 
· the pioneer b.v Elgin County Wo- te11o in such an interestmg and al- tha~ks. They ~~u111e~ a~oun m 
· men's Instilutes is JUst com- tractive way, that the gen<'r.al p~h- thc1r commu01Ues .. ~'eeks ahea_d 
· 1 d lie !cit lhe exhibit was sometb1ng of the event, obtammg for tbe1r 
' Pete · thev must see. I display, the best pioneer articles 'I 1t was successful beyond o_ur I • they could locate. These wer·e un-
: hiebest hopes. The throngs of lus- . You~, Elgin der their care the entire time and 
1 tory-lovers that clustered arou_nd We were delighted to. ~·elcome they also were responsible for lin-

. the exhibit tables eac·h day, testify the school children who VISited _the irg up the women to staff their 
, t?. the !nterest _of Elgi_n Cour.ty exhibit in classes. each morrung. exhibits from Sl a .m. to 6 p.m. no 
, c1hzeos m the p1ooee•· hfe of the 1 They wan led to know <r ll about small task in these busy days. Jt 
, pasl. l\lany came back several eve1·ything, and often t~xed the was marvelloull the way every 
I times to bP sure they had seen knowledge of the women 111 cha.rge lwoman 

1
-ose to her task. many driv-

everything. Schoo~ d1ildren '~ho as to the use of such and such a_r. ini hall way across the county 
had been there 10 the mornmg anicle. We loved the~ ~o1· th_e1r and l·eachini An<ierson's before 
came again at four o'clock to g~t inquisitiveness and ~he1r mquirmg 9 o'clock. I 
a longer look-somt' hrou:::ht tbe1r minds. They \1 ere Interested. but The~e <'<-'I•Vl·ne•·s 

3
t.

0 
h:~d the 

parerts who confidC'd '" us that oiJI'dient and Al~holJgh. lhey w_ere momentous ta~k o( packinl'! up 

llhcir children insi~t~·d they ac~ there in d1·oves. not a s•~•i:le arllc!e l thci•· exhibits and seeing that all 
COO'!)any them. • \vas abused or bro_ken. \ oung_ El~m articles were returned safely to 

Some of the articles \\t'J'e crude. ~ts al?peal. yet With our ObJ~cll_,·e their own~rs. ll was an in~pira­
l ~ome useful, some lo\'PIY. put all In rnmd. \\e _cannot aiiO\\ Uus m- tion and a pleasure to \\atch them 

___ ~ tere~t and thiS support to lag. We packing up not one wasted motion _ . . I must push on lurtber and for~1- or unnecessary movement. l n less I A _very plcasl!ll{ l'Urpnse was . to I ulate pla':ls for the JH·~t step H:j than an hour the floor was cleart~~­
rcc·c•ve two letters. from the ~Vel- ~ the creation o! an Elgm County You really had to witness this 
lineton _stJ:eet pupils. one wntten ' Museum. well-organized "moving-out'' to be-
by manone Dav1dson on ~ehaJf Somehow _a museum must . ~e- lieve it. 1 could just think of one 

I 
nf the ~il'ls. ;~nd the olher !>lgned ' come a reality. U our l!l'nerauon apt phrase " Jo'olded tbeir terts like 
David Burt!in on behalf of the 1 fails iq. this task. the urie to do ' the Arabs and as silently stole 
boys. Both writers ~han ked us .r~r / ~ • so wili be lost. as newN· genera- l ".way.'' Our hats a1·e off to these 
the privilege of ~~E'II_l~ the ex_htbJt Ij j lions are too (at' l'ClllO\'t'd from conscientious, resourceful women. 

- and pledged then· mterest m a n the day of tbe early settler to The followin& Institute Branches 
future muselJm. t • undertake the task. . . were the ones participating in the 

I Ma1·jorie WJ'ites: "We learned a q 1 Just how to proceed w1ll ~e d•s- exhibits: Iona. Talbotville, 1\orth 
Jot from the ladies at _the tab_lesl c cussed at a meeting o~ the C?unty l Yarmouth. Middlemarch, Cow a I, 
who told us many Jnteresttng ~!- ~ Executive of W~men. s Tnslttutes Calton. Boxall, Payne's Mills, 

It hings. We all agree ~hat a museum < ~- ar:-d the Branch H1stoncal ~e~earch Shedden, Dutton. South Ya rmouth, 
containing these articles \\O!rld be :· conveners. held at the Agricultural River Road. Ty

1
·conr:ell. WaJ.Iace-

11 \ery good t~ing to have. ' And ~ ~ OHices at. h~o o'clock. Monda~, town. Cl'inan, Kingsmiii-Mapleton •• 
I David states: • ~ow that we have Nov. 1. F~ndmgs o( las~ week: s St. Andrews, Eden and Bay ham. 

lsern those thmcs used by lhe1 $I) showing Will be. summarr7ed and 
1 

These same lnstitut·es and others 
pioneers, we know a lot m?re ;~bout I ~ I the next step discussed and de- l were responsible for the aCterno?n 

1 them. tt would be very mc·c If the cided upon. tea that was a delightful da1ly 
people could have a mus~um to 1 Some plan must bP formulated functi on under the very capable 
kr.ow more thin~:s about therr fore- • XOW for the acceptance of m~·~- direction of Mrs. William Lyle. Sr .. 

I fathers." I! r eum articles as many of Ol11' VISI· of West Elgin District and . l\lrs. 
A special thanks l':ocs to lh_e . tors last week told us they had Fred Hill of East Elgin District. 

citizens who attended our exh1- ( 1 museum pieces to donate as soon 1 Each day groups of five R•·anch 
bit. Their enthusiasm and plea- 1 t as they were as.su•·ed a museum Institutes. each group with it's own 
sure compensated for the pl_a~ - 1 • would be a •·eality. convene•·. looked after the tea a•·­
ning and work that such an exhibtt 1 The success of our 'ent_ur·e was rangemE"nts. It tent inten~st to 
entailed. ·1 ? the l'esult of the ~enei'Ol>llY of a have a complete change of table 

Our radio st~t~on CHLO helped ~ I great many people ~r.- a great m~~Y~ appointments daily. Hurd reds o( 
about the exh1b1t and we than-k ~ 'I ways. we woul? hke to publiclv visitors helped !!well our Museum 
them fo1· their ~~y~re. q · thank them. F1rst and afo1·erno~t Fund by patronizing our te~·table 

Po~tel'~ adve•·tJsmg the e\ ent F our thank!' go to !'llr. Doll Ander- and donating generously 1n the 
,h, o "eeks Ill <~d,·ance and displa,y- L son and his stafl. It was a great little black pioneer "pol," placed 

concession on their part to allow for that pur·pose.. 
us to practically take over the Mr. and Mrs. ~lcCormick. o{ St. 
second floor_ for a fu~l. week and Thomas, added much to the s~c-

.1 to put up w1th the col.·tinual com- cess of our venlur·e by opera ling 1 

· motion and !'hatter. To krt•p our thelr hand loom throu):(hout the 
_ exhibit open la~t ~ednesday after- enth·e week and by displayir..g 

• noon meant . add1l10nal planru~~ some of their handicrafts. Mrs. 
I and inconvcmence_ to them and ''e I McCormick is a member of the 

do appreciate th1s ~ourtesy. We Talbotville Women's Institute .. 1 
canr·-ot_ praise ~oo lughly lhe co- ~ As 1 stated carlie1·, our proJ~Cl 

_lope•·atJon and ~1ndness of Mr. An- '"as successful because of IJH! m­
dcrson and h1s st~ff. When our terest and co-operation of a great 

I museum proJel't IS co!npl~le , a manv people. We do sincerely hope 
la• e share of the_ credit .\\ '". ~e this ·interest and this support will 

, due to the ~encros1ty 11nd mtere:st l continue until .we re11ch Ol!l' ob-
of Mr. Ande1·son. jcctlve-an Elgm Coun-ty Pioneer 

The Times-.Journ~l gavr us ex- Museum. 
nnw kr.()ws what a P1oneer ;\luseum --------
Wt)uld mean. 



! CfS 7 
Institute Women Wielding 
Paint Brushes at Museum 

Paint spatters don't have a "This !-; an ambitlnu!'l unctertaking 
chance when the members of the and we intend tn Jh·e 111, fully 

11 Women's Institutes in the dis- to our :~grcemenl with the Coun-
1- trict wield their paintbrushes al ty Council." 
c the Elgin :\luscum. The de,·elopment o£ the project 
11 "We can't afford them," said has been ~ long ;~nd pain~takin~ 

\Irs. J. R. Futch~>r. "We have to procel'S wh1ch called for fmancJal 
1 protect the newly fi nish<'d floors." assessment. acquirir11:: of property 
( Appealing throu~h her column, as well as the nam1n~ of a <'ura­

.Museum News. published evcry j lor. Not the least of the problems ! 
1Saturday in The Times-Journal, l '~as lhl' job of convinc·ing the El­
!\lrs. Fulcher has succeeded in l'(m County Council that the wo-
l!etling full supJlort from tbe men or the- district '~ould sunport 
women in lbe district. the El~!in Museum and pre,•ent it 

"The museum Is a reality,'' she becoming a financial drain on the 
says w1th pardonable pride. county coffers. 1 

But before opcnin!Z day, the The. Duncombe. house. htnlt in 1 
Duncombe house of history will 1840. Is ~o-operallng With the er- ~ 1 have another story to rem~mber.l ~orls nn 1ts behalf. It Ill lendin.l! l 
F'or lhe Elgin Museum ha~ not I',Lsc- lf <~cfnnral)lv to the- plano of 
been merely an outcome of words. provid ln~ .the ideal ~cltin~ for a 
Good old fashione-d elbow l!reMe pioneer k1tchen. a pionPC'J' bed­
ha~ oiled thl' financial path and room, an early ~itting room as 
is still necessary to keep down well a~ P~oviding space for a 
labor costs. moncy-makmg tea room. a mis-

Take this morning. for instance c~llancous display ~nacc anrl pos­
The zero-ho,·erin~ mercury did Slbly a room for Indian relics. 
not daunt Mr~. H . C. OuCf. 'li.;s DOCTOR'S ROOM 
Edna Scott and 1\lrs. .J. MrCOJ·­
mick. among othrrs. who were 11l 
the Museum b1·i~ht and early with 
their cardboard "to protect the 

I 
floors." and with their painl­
bru~he~. 

To pro\·e I hat J\lr~. Fulcher 1~ 
more than a woman of her word. 
the lireles.o; worker for the pioneer 
project was !'mack In the middle 
of the painlln~ bee. More and 
more workers were expected be­
fore the day's end. 

• 
j II ELP IS NEEDED 

"We need all the help we can 
~ get." !llrs. Fulcher pOinted out. 

Of particula r inte-r('~! to the 1 

pc-nplt' in th~ di~trict and a pro- 1' 
JC'<'( that w1U he hailrd from I 
coast to coast will he a pioneer 
rlocto•··~ ~tudy. The med1cal room 
will be the first or it<; klnrl in the 
country and will have special ~~~­
niflcance due to the rich hark-1 
ground or medical historv in El-
gin County. · 

1 n I he mean tunc I hP "omen 
a•·c out in full force tn l!uaranlee 
the opening day. There is still 
pafntin.~: to be done and lavers 
a nd layc1·~ of old pape-r to· be 
scraped ocr the pla~~er But the 
uns:lamorous, back-breakinl! wo•·k 
i~ full of merriment as the women 
enjoy each other's company and 
take a personal hand in l!ivins: El­
~ill County il's own Museum. 

HE ST. THOMAS TIMES-JOURNAL 

MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 1951 

I'AINT Al\ JJ JWCKET B ltiGAI)f; - Th;.• first ar­
ri\ at-. of the Women's Jo,.tilute mrmbu s, who 
today have started \\Ork paintinlo'( and paperint! 
the cAbibtt rooms of the Elgin Mu 

f)Ots. Kn<" tuu: :1re I 
llcftl 1\lrs. IJ C. Duff and lrJJ:hll 1\b,., Jo-;dna 
Scoll. Bc-hmcl. \lrs .1. R Fulcher (lcfl • p11ints 
~;orne \\Oodwork while fn~:ht i\ln;. J. McCormick 

,q)rks with a snaper. 



·res Were Strung Along Fence Posts and Trees ~lrQ 
y Days of Southwold, Dunwich Telephone . Assoc 

SHEDtDE~N--At 2 a.m. Sunday ' tion, a lineman and director of / 
telii!PbODe service as modern the company at its inception 

as tamorrow will ring into ser· reczlled how the line was run 
i.ce from the new Bell Tele- up from Port Talbot. 
phooe Company exch~nge bu~ld- "There was a lack of money 
ing ill Shedden, leavmg behmd to begin with." he said. ";!nd 
a COJDPIDY. with a 60-year his- we couldn't afford to buy proper 
tory rich wtth anecdotes. poles so we strung the line on 

It w~s in April 1964 tha~ the renee' posts and trees. E,·ery 
apprommat~ly 400 su~~crJb~rs rarmer alnn~ the li,.,e suh~cribed 
to the Soutb•\"old and Dunw1ch to it ~nd sin~ th~ line was 
Telephone A~sociati,.n c:ol-1 out quite' oft .. n a part of his pro­
their eharu tn .the B~ll s~ <t~>~ percy, he w;c tf1Prefore resp.,n­
to mark to quiet end to their sibli> for repairing it v.hen 
Cll'11Pany. · nr~>tfP<l 

The. company's bistor: hf'~an ''Srnllll wond,.r the sen·ice 
back m 1906 when a si ~le ~ ne was not very good," 1\Ir. Mil· 
~yst~m was stru~ from a f tsh· ton com~ented . 
~ng mdustry own by Bertw Clary 1 1\lrs. Frank Silcox. of 1oM, 
m Port T.albot up to Iona ~e e I waste of the first operators on 
the te:mJnus was locatjrl t m a the e, and remained as surh 
~ene~al store, which stU 8 a~ 1 fOJ years. She was 11 dau~h-
today, owned then by J . 0 . Lum 

1
t; of Mr. U..loy's end can re­

ley. . 8 ;an 'lba tbe J)hon~> "as first 
James M!ltou, of Iona ta- ins!.alled iD her fat1'1or's stllre. 

· , "I w;ed to haw• to stand (111 
a bnx to re~ch the ~~ 
~'id . "It's funny nnw.. art .. 
\\o fire! hart th~ ·~~ 
nn• thoueht thrv hM t:o ,_ 
intn 11 to bP heard SQm.~ 
rm ~ure. the~· could b~11r as 
1111 th~ w:~v to WRllae&lown " 

)Irs. Silcn"'~; fir!lt actulll du· 
ties • an operator were to con­
nect 8 lollr\ ~tWPCD lhfl tWO £'X• 
istil\J rhones in th~ stol'f'. Arter 
~. wl-ten •""' Nlll~' c11me 
into u:e. a lft'IBll tll1!!; ho" WAS 
purch:~.:;e:! P!'ld as the line d~>­
nlt,ed .further a larr.:er box 
~~~.l!e~l'li It was at this Ume. 
it wa~ d~td~ lh<~t thP "o;witch­
ho~rrl" 111ho 1ld hll\ e II plar4' of 
ilo; own. an~ It w~<; mo\'ed up­
<;t(li111 to 11 room on the s~nd 
fl<"or ll wa<; f rom hf're th:~l 

1 ~fr" · ~llcox operat~ until tor 
comrtMY joint>rl with Shf'dden 
in t!M? and the switchboard 
mn\'Prf to t»-rf' . 

FlR~T TEU: PH0:-.'1-: OFFICt.:-For 43 years the telephone nffiCe of the Snuthwnld 010rl 
Dunwich Telephone AS$OCiation Wll3 located in lhis stnrP in Jnna. oril!inllfi\' fiWnecf bv J. 0 . 
Lumley. until tt \1 <~s relocated in Shedden. The acteal swit.c:hboard wa~ Incited on the· ~d 
floor m the room at the left of 'the picture, wbB@ Mr. Ulntfey's daughter, noo.i: Mrs. F. H. 

Silcox, of lona, was chief operator for 25 years.-(T .. J . Photo) • 

Sh,.rltv after the line \\35 
broutht. to Tona. it was ext~nd­
ed to the Cl\"R statif)!! at Iona 
Station. After amalgamatin~ 
with Shedden, the cqpqNI1I)' tben 

I 
had f'ff«tive ~nre from u 
f;.r wflllt a~ \Valla~tnwn te .fllat 
we$t of Talbotville. and soutft fit 
Finlfal. with whom th!!y had fNe 
service, although not a rial 
part of that liae. 

The first lo have pnone~ • 
the line were W. R. Pollard. o( 
Jona and Franll Silcox. ~r."Pbl­
lard was chairman of the eotll· 

!
Y fr<'m its inception, iulrl 

h 1be ex~tion nf one ~·f'll' 
aiDed a!: such throu~t.tout its 

hf!ltorv. W. H. Morrison. of Shed· 
filled that position during 
year Mr. Pollard was not 

irman. Mr. Silcox was the 
vice-cha i rman, and 

C. Loutber was ita first sec-
-treasurer. ~~ 
Carswell, of St. Thomas, 

of'¥rs. SDcox, will partici-
1 M;.~ ot the new 
; · l!lrly Sunday morn-
1 • arswe11, who work~ 
I at e ft o£ftce in St. Thom:~s , 
often workf'd on the old linP 
while be was going to htgh 
school. 



l\"EW BELL EXCHA."\GE-At 2 a.m. Sunday morning the new Bell ~Y~tem 
operation · at Sbeddar to officially mark the ertd Gl • •year history or the 
Dunwich Telepbone · Asseeiatioa. The telephone association BOld out to the Bell 
year ago. 1be DeW buff-eolered building is located just :north of .Highway J in Sbeddea. 

- (T.-J . Photo) · · 



f 'U 'TIETH ANNI\' ERSAR'£ MARKED - Tbe members of :\lc­
Bride'., .:IIissionaQ Society yesterday observed the fiftieth an­
mversary of the founding of the Society in their church. Amonl( 
those partlcipatuHt in the sen:il·e were, left to light, Miss Jean 
Killinc:. St. Thomas, a cbaner member. and daughter of tbe first 
pre,id<'nt; )Irs. Cynl )l. WIUiams, St. Thoma". president of Elgin 
W.\J S. presbytenal; :\Irs. Arthlll' Carter, :\1cBride's W.l\I.S. presi­
dent. \lr!' . J. C. Telford, Slwdden. charter :nember; :\irs. Ceril 
Dukclow. La\•ren\:e Station. \\ife of Rev. Cecil Dukelow. minister 
oC the church, and llrs. Fred Bogart. a member o£ the Society. 
The o..-cas10n \\a" marked \\ jtlt "pecial sen ices in the church, 
when the members \\ere h~t~ to neighboring :.ocietic~ .. \ candlt>­
lightmg ceremon) "as a highlight. The htstory of the organization. 
Ira.,, tt~ inception m 1910. \\as presented in comprehensive form. 
It traced the stcp-b~-step growth from its tounding under the dir­
ection of Re\ . Donald .:11<-Ka). who "as minister of the church 
dt that t.Jme. up to the present The first off1cers were elected and 
thc,e wc1·e ltrc; Donald \lrKa~:. honorary president: ' Irs. Henry 
K11\ins. president: ~Irs . c\. A. Turner, .Mrs. D. D. ~lcKillop. :\Irs. 
John :\ieek. \ ice-pre,idents;, ~1rs. John 'lcFarlane. secreta~·.\·­
trea.,w·er: :\lis:. Tena Turner, organist: :\Jr!;. J. C. Telford. ~upply 
secret.an: Mrs . .\, C. :McArthur. literature sec1·etary. ~13JOI' pro 
Ject, 1nclude the IPa<:kmg and o,ending or l)ales. contibuttons to t; 
Good\nU ~lission m London. Ont. arid l(llt<~ to the Soeiety's 
partner. It has "J)'()D~ored the forming of a C.G.J.T. group, 
Band, a )lis:;jOn Band and in 1955. an Explorer Grou~, 

\\hom aid m the group's \\Ork.-IT.-J. Photo/ 
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BETHANY UNITED CHURCH 

Shedden, Ontario 

175th Anniversary of the Congregation 

I H[ UN II EO CHURCH SHEDDE N , 1886 

JUNE · 8, 1986 
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