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Where Now? The Elgin Museum?

The following is
provoking lefter by

a thought- told in a dramatic way the colorful ed in store windows were made.

Mrs. J. R.  story of the pioneer seltler.  specially for us by Mrs. Noble

| Futcher, chairman of the Elgin County Institutes had a Tufford, Miss Karen Shore, and
Mus.eum Commiitee of the Wo- | prime reason behind this display— James Young. We are grateful to

| men’s Institute of Elgin County |to find how much interest there|them for their interest and sup-
and general chairman of the would be in an Elgin County port. Mr. Miller of the Anderson
recent excellent Piomeer Anti- |museum. The sensational success staff furnished gratis the attrac-
que Exhibition held in St. of our venture really puts us on/tive placards used near the ex-
Thomas by the Institutes, ;lhe spot. We cannot do this same hibit as his cortribution toward

W promotion work again it would lose |our museum project.

.| The full-week showing of anti-|cellent publicity throughout. The! To our Historical Research con-

|que articles depicting the life of story of pioneer articles was wrid-|

.\the pioneer by Elgin County Wo-

men’s Institutes

| pleted.

It was successful heyond

. past. Many came back

everything. School children
"had
came again at four o'clock

ten in such an interesting and at-|

|lic felt the exhibit was something

aur they must see,

1
'|highest hopes. The throngs of his- |
tory-lovers that clustered around|
. the exhibit tables each day, testify
< lo the interest of Elgin County
y| citizens in the pioneer life of the|They wanfed to know all about
) several| everything, and often
|times 1o be sure they had seen
who
been there in the mtl’mi"i:-arlitle. We loved them for their|i"8 hall way across the county
o ge
a longer look—some brought their

Young Elgin
We were delighted to welcome)|
the school children who visited thel'
exhibit in classes, each morning. |
taxed the!
'knowledge of the women in charge|
'as to the use of such and such an

inquisitiveness and their inquiring
minds. They were interesied. but|

parents who confided fa vs. that ghedient and although they were!

their children
company them.

insisted thEy at¥1here in droves,
" |was abused or broken. Young Elgin
Some of the articles were crude. ils appeal. vel with our objective

not a single article
1

Isome useful, some lovely, but all in mind, we cannot allow this in-!

| A very pleasing surprise was to
|receive two letters from the Wel-|
|lington street pupils, one written'
by marjorie Davidson on behalf
of the Zirls, and the other signed

' |terest and this support to lag. We
' must push on further and form-
(ulate plans for the next step ir
[the creation of an Elgin County
iMuseum.

|  Somehow a museum must be-

veners goes a large share of our
thanks. They scurried around in

is just com-| Iractive way, that the general pub- their communities, weeks ahead

of the event, obtaining for their
display, the best pioneer articles
they could locate. These were un-
der their care the entire time and
they also were responsible for lin-
ing up the women to staff their
exhibits from 9 am. to 6 p.m. ne
small task in these busy days. It
was marvellous the way every
woman rose to her task, many driv-

and reaching Anderson's before
9 o'clock.

These couveners alzo had the
momentous task of packing up
their exhibits and seeing that all
articles were returned safely to
their owners. It was an inspira-
tion and a pleasure to watch them
packing up not one wasted motion|
or unnecessary movement, In Iess!,
than an hour the floor was cleared.
You really bhad to witness this|
well-organized “moving-out” to he-i

flcome a reality. If our generation lieve it. I could just think of one

David Burgin on behalf of the ; : ;
| fails in this task, the urge to d
boys. Both writers thanked us _"‘_"|tl!sn wll? be lost, as mm.v.'t!rg genera-
_ilhc privilege of seeing the ex‘hlbn } |tions are too far removed from
jand pledged their interest in a ¢ 'the day of the early seltler to|

future museum.
Marjorie writes: “We learned a,
|lot from the ladies at the tables|

[t

undertake the task.
Just how to proceed will be dis-
cussed at a meeting of the County

l“"}“ told us many ime“‘-‘ﬁu“gjt’.‘iExeculive of Women's Institutes
things. We all agree that a museum .'-| and the Branch Historical Research |
containing these articles Wt)}‘ﬂd be "= conveners, held at the Agricultural
a very good thing to have. A“di];:(‘)fﬁces at two o'clock. Monday,

David states: “Now that we have
|seen those things
| pioneers, we know a lot more about!
|them. It would be very nice if the
|pmple could have a museum to !
knrow more things about their fore-:
fathers.” 1
A special thanks goes to the|
citizens who attended our exhi-['
bit. Their enthusiasm and plea-|]
|sure compensated for the plan-l
Ining and work that such an exhibit|
‘entailed. .
Qur radio station CHLO helped ¢
'about the exhibit and we thank|g
[them for their share. Y
| Posters adverlising the event|g
ytwo weeks in advance and display- 't

fG

used by the * @

week's

“'Nov. 1. Findings of last
showing will be summarized and
(the next step discussed and de-
cided upon. [
3/ Some plan must be formulated
- NOW f{for the acceptance of mus-
f eum articles as many of gur visi-
./tors last week told us they had
i museum pieces to donate as soon
Llas they were assured a museum
s would be a reality.
1, The success of our venture was
* the result of the generosity of a
I great many people in a great many
'|ways, we would like to publicly|
‘{thank them. First and Joremost!
- our thanks go to Mr. Don Ander-,
‘|son and his staff. It was a greal
concession on their part to allow,
lus to practically take over the
second floor for a full week and
to put up with the continual com-
‘imotion and chatter. To keep our|

. jexhibit open last Wednesday after-:

‘/moon meant additional planning
ITand inconvenience to them and we|
do appreciate this courtesy. We/
'eanrot praise too highly the co-
|operation and kindness of Mr. An-
'derson and his staff. When our
|museum project is complete, a
layge share of the credit will be
|due to the generosity and interest
‘of Mr. Anderson.
| The Times-Journal gave us ex-|
i“m\":w"‘@;-ﬂﬂ a Pioneer Museum
wou :

|

o APt phrase “Folded their tents like

the Arabs and as silently stole
away.” Our hats are off to these
conscientious, resourceful women.

The following Institute Branches
were the ones participating in the

exhibits: lona, Talbotville, North
Yarmouth, Middlemarech, Cowal,
Calton, Boxall, Payne's Mills,

Shedden, Dutton, South Yarmouth,
River Road, Tyrconnell, Wallace-
town, Crinan, Kingsmill-Mapleton,
St. Andrews, Eden and Bayham.

These same Institutes and others
were responsible for the afternoon
tea that was a delightful daily
function under the very capable
directior of Mrs, William Lyle, Sr.,
of West Elgin District and. Mrs.
Fred Hill of East Elgin District.
Each day groups of five Branch
Institutes. each group with it's own
convener, looked alter the tea ar-
rangements, It lent interest to
have a complete change of table
appointments daily. Hundreds of
visitors helped swell our Museum
Fund by patronizing our tea-tahle
and donating generously in the
little black pioneer “pot,” placed
for that purpose

Mr, and Mrs., McCormick, of St.
Thomas, added much to the suc-
cess of our venture by operating
their hand leom throughout the
entire week and by displaying
some of their handicrafts, Mrs.
McCormick is a member of the
Talbotville Women's Institute.

As 1 stated earlier, our project
was suecessful because of the in-
terest and co-operation of a great
many people. We do sincerely hope
this interest and this support will
continue until we reach our oh-
jective—an Elgin Couniy Pioneer
Museum.
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Paint Brushes at Museum

Paint spatters don’t have a “This is an ambitious undertaking

'll nstitute Women Wielding |

t/chance when the members of the and we intend ta live up fully !

n! Women's Institutes in the dis-/to our agreement with the Coun-
l. trict wield their paintbrushes at ty Council.”
¢ |the Elgin Museum. The development of the project
il “We can't afford them.,” said has been a long and painstaking
Mrs. J. R. Futcher. “We have to Process which called for financial
1! protect the newly finished floors.” |assessment. acquiring of property
{, Appealing through her column, as well as the naming of a cura-
. Museum News. published every| tor. Not the least of the problems
|Saturday in The Times-Journal, Was the job of convincing the El-
Mrs. Fuicher 'has succeeded in £in County Council that the wo-
getting full support from the|men of the district would support
women in the district. the Elgin Museum and prevent it
“The museum is a reality,” she becoming a financial drain on the
says with pardonable pride. C"Ell.m-"' coffers. By
But before opening day, the he_l)m:comhe_hnusr‘?. built in
Duncombe house of history will 1840, is co-operating with the ef-|
have another story {o remember, [OTtS @n its behalf. It is lending|
For the Elgin Museum has not | self admirablv to the plans of
been merely an outcome of words. Providing the ideal setting for a
|Good old fashioned elbow grease|Pioneer kitchen, a pioneer bed-
||has oiled the financial path and '90M. an early sitting room as|
is still necessary to keep down|Well as providing space for al
labor. costs. money-making tea room, a mis-|
|  Take this morning, for instance Cellaneous display space and pos-|
The zero-hovering mercury did Sibly a room for Indian relics. |
not daunt Mrs. H. C. Duif, Miss DOCTOR'S ROOM
Edna Scott and Mrs, J. McCor-| !
mick, among others, who were at| Of particular interest to the
the Museum bright and early wilh'P(-‘ﬂlﬂt’ in Lthe distriet and a pro-|
{heir cardhoard “io protect the[Jeet that will be hailed from|
| floors.” and with their paint-|{€0ast to coast will be a pioneer|
|! brushes. | doctor's study. The medical room
To prove that Mrs. Futcher is Will be the first of its kind in the
more than a woman of her word, country and will have special sig-
the tireless worker for the pioneer Rificance due fo the rich hack-
project was smack in the middle 8round of medical history in El-
of the painting bhee. More apd Ein County.

|mm'e workers were expected he- In the meantime the women
II't'lr'P the day's end, |are out in full force to guarantee

|IIELP IS NEEDED o .t:;(;mt?::eni[ng hda,v. There is still|
“We need all the help we can : d ; g, Klyine Cowan  tud 1a_\msi
Iget.” Mrs. Futcher inted and layers of old paper to be|
s8et " Mis. Fu _Pointed oul. seraped off the plaster. But the|
unglamorous, back-breaking work
is full of merriment as the women
enjoy each other’s company and
take a personal hand in giving El-
gin County it's own Museum.
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JAINT A2 JKET BRIGADE—The first ar- | busy with brushes and paint pots. Knecling are

: I.-M.\T ?\:.j [:.:'J(;:en's Institute memburs, who \ Ueft) Mrs. M. C. Duif ‘and (right) Miss Edna
rivals of the Wo A g Scoll: Behind, Mrs J. R. Futcher (left) painls
today have started work paintinggand papering some woodwork while (right) Mrs. J. McCormick

| the exhibit rooms of the Elgin Mu§eum, are seen works with a seraper.



fires Were Strung ATonf Fence Bostsmnd %—o
9 ﬁ‘ly Days of Southw ke Dunvnch Teley ‘ﬁone Ass

- DDEN—At 2 a.m. Sunday |tion, a lineman and director of

ne service as modern/the company at its inception Shorlty after the line was
ow will ring into ser-|reczlled how the line was run | Mrs 31"3"‘“ first ‘ﬂ"';;‘ dus, brought to Tona, it was extend-
vice from the mew Bell Tele-|up from Port Talbot. tiesas an operator were fo con- | BT P g otion ‘at % |

phom exchange build-| “There was a lack of money || Necl a lead hetween the twg eX- g 0n ™ After

in leaving behind to begin with,” he said, “and | phones in the store. After | T e, the com e
t with & B0-vear his- we coglin's afiord 1o buy proper | ﬁﬂ when faite m e |had va:' : e

fry rieh with anecdotes. poles, so we strung the line on use, 2 s ol -far west as Wallacetown to fus
It was in April 1964 that the fence posts and trees. Every p:mhased 2nd as mg;e ot ¢t of Talbotville, and south o

approximately 400 subscribers farmer along the line subseribed 1"“: = tts the. anga] with whom they mﬂ

to the Southwold and Dunwich tq it and since the line was decid
Telephone Association sold out|gyite often a part of his pro- d“’,,"ﬁ;ﬂd ave a place of part of thatge
their shares to the Bell system perty he was thm'efore r%pnn *hoard € 1[1 it was moved up- The first have ﬂmm
SoT m e VT e i T RS
company. needed. | llcox

The company’s history began “Small wonder the service | LOUTAAs ‘mmﬂh?;:etﬂ t:ml ard ‘was chairman of the com-
back in 1906 when a sinle line . ooy coryo00q > Mr, Mil- g Sl y from “its inception, amd
system was struﬁ from a fish- R, c _ o the swilchboard -the ex tion of ore: vear
ing industry owned by Bert Cl”l Mrs.  Frank Sileox, of Iona, throughout its
m Pott W up to lona where was nne of mﬁrst op‘eratnrs on e 1 W mrrlm OfShaﬂ-

WAl locatad .y ands |the Bine, and remained as such . filled that position during

gen 4l store, Wmﬁ ;' % vears _She was a daugh- the year Mr. Pollard was not
ltoday,mad J.0. Im-, G GEAEE Taliley's and can re- chairman, Mr. Silcox was the
!.{Iames Milton, of Iona Stl- 8

e, L lirst vice - chairman, and
i@ phone was first J C. Louther was its first sec-

'her father’s store.

I'm . sure, thev cnuld h&ar ﬂl .

A 1
all the wav to Wallacetown.” | ;?:;L ‘;:rk;duozoﬁg 'gd 11:22
| school.

, R
January ], 176k

FIRST TELEPHONE OFFICE—For 43 years the teléphane office of the Seuthwold™ and
Dunwich Telephone Association was located in this store in Tena, originally oivned by J. O.
Lumley, until it was relocaled in Shedden, The agﬁl wag located on the second
floor in the room at the left of the picture, wh Lﬁky’s daughter, now Mrs. R

Sileox, of lona, was chief operator for 25 years.—(T.-J. Photo)
wtl






FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY MAREKED — The members of Me-
Bride's Missionary Society yvesterday observed the fiftieth an-
niversary of the founding of the Society in their church. Among
those participating in the service were, left to right, Miss Jean
Killins, St. Thomas, a charter member, and daughter of the first
president; Mrs., Cyril M. Williams, St. Thomas, president of Elgin
W.M.S. presbyterial; Mrs. Arthur Carter, McBride's W.M.S. presi-
dent; Mrs. J. C. Telford, Shedden, charter yjmember; Mrs. Cecil
Dukelow, Lawrence Station, wife of Rev, Cecil Dukelow, minister
of the church, and Mrs. Fred Bogart, a member of the Society.
The occasion was marked wijth special services in the church,
wien the members were hosts to neighboring societies. A candle-
lighting ceremony was a highlight. The history of .the organization,
fram ils inception in 1910, was presented in comprehensive form,
It traced the step-by-step growth from its founding under the dir-
eclion of Rev. Donald McKay, who was /minister of the church
at that time. up to the present. The first officers were elected and
these were Mrs. Donald McKay, honorary president; Mrs. Henry
Killing, president: Mrs. A, A, Turner, Mrs. D. D. McKillop, Mrs.
John Meek. vice-presidents;* Mrs. John McFarlane, secretary-
treasurer: Miss Tena Turner, organist: Mrs. J. C. Telford, supply
secretary: Mrs., A. C. McArthur, literature secretary. Major pro ;¢
jects include the packing and sending of bales, contibutions to 1}
Goodwill Mission in London, Ont., and gifts to the Society's pt)"ld‘
partner. It has sponsored the forming of a C.G.I.T. group, .:9'/_* 4
Band, a Mission Band. and in 1955, an Explorer Groups, <77
whom aid in the group's work.—(T.-J. Photo) -9
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BETHANY UNITED CHURCH

Shedden, Ontario

the Congregation

175th Anniversary of

THE UNITED CHURCH SHEDDEN 1686

1986

JUNE 8,
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